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Mo-risk,
play-it-safe, top-to-bottom, wall-to-
spec-house white, T entire flo
3,200 square feet—ofl nothing bat the
moncolor colos of kst reso. It s, in
sheort, the white we know all oo well
(and, sometimes, tire of all too quickly).

Bt novw? Well, what onoe was all
white—and, for a California couple, all
atineed on page 47
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Clawan's strabegy bor giving shapa and farm™
to the eustere house was to paint perimeter walls solid
colors and interiospartitions in multiple colors. In the
|i'-'iﬂg reom, for E:unp!l‘.‘-_ the coot closet wall hos &
graphic grid, the stair enclosure features stripes, and o
kitchen wall beyond is painted in horizontal cream and
green stripes, The block chair and pair of white sofos
are generic 305 pieces that Mario hod reupholstered
in synthetic leathes. *1 have on Byearold son and
hwo dogs. Mead | say more2” she soys.
“Besides, it's a playful type of material *
More tabubous fakes: walltowall
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= banch,



: ‘Maria and crafted by a|
iron gate is.a -:Iacumn'm h-::rnc-::da thie

and blue—a collabaration amaong
Mede Fishmean and Dovid Colrembems— ‘iﬂ aut af the
kitchen door into a Held of Mexican
curves inte o corridor thet leads to the family reom. “I'm not
_scancartish,™ Mario says, “but this housa was like o blank
[-_ ————— canvas. | wonted the|surfoces—the whole
house, in foct—io look like a work of ort.”
W:d& |:r|:r|'|.-:3:|:u :}{ ¢rH-;,:|r an Hl& wul!:. ¢|:u:ir|;|ing
the kitchen give it shape, dimension. and a
substanfial but playful presence between the
dining room and e family reom.




Too new io be
renloced byl
b0 Qenaric
locking ta be
tolerated, the
kitchan's
ploskic
I'::"-'lil'lll:'ﬂ' :ﬂl-.- nats weare sonded and
painted 1o look more like painted wood,
abave. “It jus! seemed |ll|::r_'!1u5. niod

ho meantion axpanidive ke lear cul o
brond-new, mevar-used kitchen,” Clavan
says. “Painting lominate cobinets is not
something that I'd odvise for o
sibyaitions, Byt i turned out bo be o prafty
good soluion here.” The black ceramic
file countertops and lipstick red sink
ariginal ho the house, wera relained For
their colorful contributions. Showeasing
collecied Fiestoware and other colerhy
potary, Ine Uppar cabinets were painied
melon on the inside. A high shelf obove
tha kitchen window shows off vintage
white California pottery, Los Angeles
arfist Tony Mack painted the top of o

rusfic wooden fable o make it compatible

with the kitchen’s green intericr walls,

5|}i|'|l:=:.-' "50s stools, |.;:__1.:|.'. '::||*-||_-_.' up o tha
bor beterean the kilchen and fami y PO
while red mosaic file seems lo seep out
underneath. In o 10uminute aparation,
Clavan removed the backs from the
upper cabinets o open up rcom-do-room
visibility and to allow the colorful poltery
to be I=|||-'_1:,-'E-:J fresm the fam |:|-I Fom.

Continted from page 41
WIOHE—is NoW an energetic, andmated,
entenaining, amusing, lively, glamorous,
and dramuatic testament to the
transformative power of (dnamroll,
please) paint. Yes, simply paint—along
with pluck and a passion for the
exuberant hues of Mexico and the
furniture of post-World War 1l America.
For Maria Stark and Brece Dobb, as
well as for architect Benjamin Clavan,
paint is more than 2 cover-up. They
regard it a5 remadeling by the gallon or
architecture in a can, a way (o give
featureless spaces shape, form,
dimension, distinctive detail, and a
healthy complexion—all without raising
the roof beams, rearranging the walls,
or making costly structural changes,
Corrliveed on page 53




Sty of French doors rephoced o single glass slider in the fomily reom. The glass deliberciely blurs the
distineticirbetamen indoors ond cul, conneding the room with o namow wropanound deck and the hills
|'.I1.':.-.'-'HJ. A Boaned - O boerrs, 'ﬁﬂ":n-. whilo pkt]rﬁi.lu:r' Fake Banana puinq-md Pﬂl‘l'ﬂﬂ-l:l'lﬂg FlDl'f:l'f.!l'ld
Founa inside. Clovan had viokt-color planter boxes for Indng greeneny made foe the deck. "The idea here
wizs Iy b bper, ectend, ond ondich the view,” be smes. *30 you get he green walls inside, the green
‘ plurlhngs o the deck, ard the gresen s theer bl it lisdonce, 1 rewlly i‘-lp:il'rd:- '!l'n:p:rqqﬂk}n —
' - of spocicusness rom e maide,” Onoe compoment of o 17508 sechional, the sofas are,
#."'E_ﬂu_:.,_ ke the cns in thee [rvingg roce, upholsiened in leother-look vingl. The omocha-

i : ! a‘% 4] I %\ 3]1;“ .;.r_u_i_mil hl'_rL_- i |_|||.r|Hn_'r Tearnilicas Fq,:'lln [rr_nu thi SOMTHE G703
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."-‘l.||hﬂu§_!| there is no ool =
above the deck, painted
beoms and screened “walle” Y I

'!'lH:l.'!r a rmﬁw-*ing- SN B8 l}1 &

enclosure. Refrocioble convas shodas

prowide reliekon-demand from sun. Five .
sats of swing-out French doors seem o
make the deck and the kamily room one '
confinuous spoce. An area reg of j‘
indoor/outdoor carpet and the wrought-

iran-and-carmas hl,.-l‘h:rﬂ:,' chairs furthar
asbablish the area a5 a bana ‘Ii-::ll:

room. “Becouse the house s on a
steap hill with no yard to speak of,

the deck is really their backyard,” - :
Clavan explains, “There are oreas ‘ME“
cad there for sitfing, n.'|'ining. and
|.'r|'.|ri.'rE£|.lir|!:_!.“ Tesrrev-cala pots and
planter boxes contain citrus reas

and minicture aleanders.
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Corinried fromm pa ;
Theat shoudd be music f% of

frugal ban still yearn for a home o
feal as a2 .=.i:._;r|:_|.|r.|.rq_-
20 regmrdds Marda and

: Los Angeles home, built in
1989, as a2 wodk in ress, 3 monstatic
environment that change: vodution
not revolution. Tog
been cos
house per
purc

Purchased for its
iy split-leved floor
plan, and high-altinsde views, the house
offered L"".'I.T:."!h‘il'l"' Mara and B
wanted. Their only objection was its
whie-glephant imenor, as d aof
[ was of pi
Clavan, & master at
differentiating sp
% COMOE as
w an integral
architecture,” e

into a vibrant and intensely personal
home on a faidy limited budger
i wiy of showcasing
prized possessions
and coforful collections, including
primitive folk am masks, Mexican

Fiestaware, Refurbished fumishings from
the Esenbower era (much of them
rescued from flea markets and

hieme from the 1

sofa, chair

“Theyre a reflect

varied 1 i interests.
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