omall
Wonder

CAILOH, GOLLECTIBLES, ARD
URCORYVENTIONAL SPACE-STRETCHIMG
STRATEGIES GNVE THIS TINY HOUSE A
LARGER-THAM-FAEAL-LIFE CUTLCHOR.

fehmedl Benpnun

Clavan's home in

the West

M Ivoviond

semmion of Los
Adipeles Son T disclose Bs
charms all at oo, B
FeUaics SOme scruling 1o
discover howr 3 hiouse of
demure dimenssons came 19
RS such an L':I;F!l;ll'm'- ©
demeano

Whal Benjamin digdneT do

i give his small house

hig=house character i abmost
as stpnificant as what ke did
oo e dliddnt knoxck down
walls of [F e ||'|-;,' ||:-:|1' Il:'.|.'||_'\-\.
He dulnt paint everything a
space-cxpanding white,
punoane the ceilings with
skylighiz, scale back
fumicure, line walls with
ferffens, oF pare cowm on

|'|IC Lt

Inetead, m deluince of

gornventional wisdom. he
reshaped rooms with bald
blocks of oodor, prominent
pamern, layened-on texmure,
and toovering buili-ins, In
effect, Bengamin enlarged his
1922 Califomin oostage
without remodeling it ar all
Esvcep for five rune sty of
Fremich doors (which bl dhe
disrinction beroseen indoors
ard oud 2nd -:-~:|'|.|.!||,I the Batle
hoaise's homzons), he made

pew stroctunl changes
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Limyviers of painl wee '1|I'r|.r."11 fram Uhe maniel Lo
- rl’h:ll'r Ihi®ireplace’ s Tocal-podnl hl.l1l.l"| Lz sl palmling
TS IR ot s bavand vkl Briween maalel and oeiling,
- = i
F ‘ ﬁ‘al'l.'ll“.l.‘-!‘l Benjamin Clhayan, eppedie, looks

mp ot his -dl-lw:lh willce, |msd sl pes drome his house,



porch, @ dife moral framed amd hure on the exierior wall, &md 8
ki af privacy paned af wire sereen it shields ihe froal door

froum pelghfors amd prmides a subile sense of enclosure,

other elen

their artention

creating verti

15 that imp

Froem the first hal

M RUG S amd ruarners e from the
Yrig ard Crafte period confribute b the Iving room’s Ieok of
longevity. A pair of ralsed-pamne doars, arfginal fo the hovse, ol

fclatel, width, ard & sense of fmpor “do [he dinfng roc.,

;.-m"

———raim 2 =
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anid a H-foet-wide lathice-cociosed deck vismally eviead (e

FrEMI A RS
Ihing roam Nmilts. Seemingty Moallng away from the wall and abave (e Toor, ar
Elserhower-cna sela, above, provides be comifort wiffl overnbedmiing i room.

from the 'S0s and a biffer
and chaise longue from the
Atz and Crafts Fra, also
irmply roominess,

“Contrary to what many
peaple think, large pieces of
furminere make small spaces
SEETT |'_=|r:.:|_-|_' S Benjmin

The same applies o see-
Ih:l.:-'.l.g'!t wills, Behind the
sofa and beyond a pair of
existing French doors,
Benjamin enclosed a shver of
deck with wood Lattice to
absoure the neighbor's
heouse, just 344 feet from the
edge of the deck. “Creating
an enclosure that's not really
an enclosure e only
|1r-||'.'|I.|L‘-:.| prvacy, bait 2
greater sense of depth for
the living room,” he says, “In

'I"urr'||:5||.|:|._' 1'.:il'.'| ||,-'g.-._ .'|r||:|.

small
wonder

|'|il.*1.'|.-'.h VML G 500 I','|1l:||,|g|1
and wunder sugges
spaciousess much mone
effectively than a lot of small
picoes scattered arcund.”

Fwior NEW of Fremeh doors give he small Kitchen opposite an slfresco
attttude. Fatoded biocks of L on veliow walls prodiece an “exploded” offecl, making

rhe Kirches seem Lirger, Benfamin desfened The glass-fop dalde.

TO DEcopaTidG Sepixg 1907

a way, | got another four and
a half feet for the bving mom
without adding on.”

Between the doom, he
inserted 3 powerhully pink
television cahinet, yet
another overscabe venical
element. The back of the
cabinet protrudes well
beyand the extenior wall and
oo the deck, “The deck
iself was |.J.~M-l|'|l1.|||:.'
I.I:'i'l.l.'iL'I.|'l|¢. anid I!|'||.' -.1,-;|'|| Spxeie
beetweeen the dooss seermed
awhowand, s this seemed like
a good way to have a large
bebevision that didn take up
a ot of space in the living
room.” Benjamin suys.
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Flea-Market
Rovalty

Bargamin Clavan's collection of
Due-and-pink Haeger potleny
began, a5 marny collections da,
wih one: piEcR given o him a5 a
it by @& Piend, A sadicus collechor
of American art pottery such as
Roockwood, Weller, and McCoy,
Bienjamin at first regardid the gift
&5 “the wjliest and most tastsbess
kind of kitech.” But then another
Triend provided @ cOMpanion pieoe,
and Bengamin himsall came across
a specimen on his oam. And, a5
any collecion knows, thres of
anything is & colleciion. Beniamin's
collacticn now excoeds 7D pieces
and has spread bayond the
confings of the yellow cabinets in
his bedroom fo the kitchen and the
dining rogm.

Royal Haeger poftery was
designed by and named for Royal
Brickrnan, an artist wha joined the
Hasgar Pottary Co. in 1938 Mr.
Brickman created a flamiboyant
dray of vases, bowls, and
canchehoiders in the shapes of
SWaNS, pEAcocks, pamols,
mernads, marling, and seasheds,

Although this Hasger Co. is still
in Prigineess in Dundea, llinols, afer
125 years, the Royal Haeger line,
sodd mesthy trough deparimeant
shones natiomwide weall into the
1950, i no kongar produced.
That, akong with nostakia, is what
accounls for it collectible status.

And as collsctibla pottery goas,
Royal Haeger is among the mast
affordtabilie, Most antique pathery
price guides suggest prices of $10
B20, or 530 for mast piaces.

“For e, and probably for most
ather collechies,” says Benjamin,
"Royal Hagger is really a form of
enertainment. Personally, finding
this chaap, gaudy. departmiant-
storg potteny (rodn the "30s, "d40s,
anid "B0s is pust fun®

o

f.
S

PRETTY I8N PINK, oew casemen wi-

dirws were fled nith ribbed gliess for priviecy,

Lighted cabinels displayiog Royal ireger ik
sleellramed Gik-rra Berfoia chairs, The "5
IWarkel and striped pitfons add space-eapand-

ing pallern [o [he romwm.,

Lmall

RErLACING asmall wistow with Fremch doors, bebw, Brought davilizht and
verdinat views inne e bedroom s realm, The 508 lamptable. o Rea-market fod, purs a
coflection of frafian pollery from he seme period on g pedestal

eongnizing that

solid-colar walls

st firm limits on

F I L

dimensions,
Benjamin painted the living
roonm walls in rwo shades of
gray-green arranged in a
subdle diamond pattem, “Far
from deawang anention, the
coloss and pamern almost
waork ke shadows,” he says.
“When you subtract for the
windows, doors, fuminne,
artwaork, and obiects an the
walls, suddenly vou're no
seeing much of the walls
anyway. And when you
don't have a sense of the
walls, you don't have a sense
that the room has solid
boundaries.”

He achieved a similar
effect in the zdjacent 10x11-
foot dining room/library,
where a metallic paint wias
blotted with waxed paper
over 4 solid lighter color,
giving the walls fewiuge,
depth, and dimension
Treated like the walls and
hung with framed
phaotographs, coset doors
were rendered all bt
invisthle. A quartet of tall
green bookcases, one in
cach of the small room's
comers, stretches the weall
height. Green boxed beams

e i

e
ey

ned only adkd the kind of
substantial architecn:
ustially reserved for grander
rooms, but make the lighter
color panels between them
seem higher

In terms of color, the look
of the bedroom is as distine
from the dining room as the
dining room is from the
living room, a deliberate
arempd on Benjamin's part 1o
combat the kind of excessive
uniformity that can make a
small howse seem even
sealler

Tve found that if you
take ¢ach room and paint it
rarkedhy different or

Y DOOK BETWEERN

=T

=T\ = =R

fhe bedneam amd haltway was

rermoved amd e walpaper cxtendaed [he lemath of Bhe corridar o

give the small room te claracter of & master swlrte, abose
Repnocinedion Frank Lloyd Weight drapery panels befalmd the bed
atrerch the wall upand,

DecoraTING

SPEING 1907
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LR ERER L and French dosrs felp iranshorm 2 ofd

Fxrage fabo a Ughl, airy offfee. below, Just sleps rom the fouse,

_r'. .-':-'. ; i .-':-'.::- __.:__'::' ;
¥ iy / -
:'l_im‘ﬁiﬁi wﬁ%_ﬁ i

weh Fi mo

O TR WMl iy, i e e

OUT= 0 bve offioe, o exubernmal dongaiviilaca shades

& sl paide, below, That aften serves @ an nformal conferenee noom,

anc-pink Haeger pottery, and

h give a boost to a
rorabe i markedly regubison Bfood ceiling, And
ent, then sach mom Far fron
s 0o have a life of s 1k IO Seem

Yiou smaller, cale
of them as padtermed papers in the
b r A o L .I:|.||'!.' LT Ll ]
cnlange it
Juest @ fewy sleps inbo Dhe:

& CrME=CIAT
3 padnbed : ; - : )
d oo new ~xpanding French doors he VA LR G LIS AR Boece armolre wilh burled maphe doors tikes center slage agaimst the ofice
L L ] m L= L L R
used in the house, With the winll bedimd Dem's simple desk, which i made of [ cabinets aod o glase-topped hollow-cove dovy,
parchimentiik ALl =1, e 1516
Foor 1l Bk % AN pace hecomes a larger-than-
that extend its domain into stnchked-to-the-celling framed real-nenck of o= an

mall
the backyard, 2 pair of tall, prinits, integral pant of the larger- ] SIT]d

namow cabinets exhibiting than-real-life house, O "-I \ il '”' | |: h 'I-[ L
Benjamin's collection of blue-  employ ey bt
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